
Child Development Contest Study Guide-2014 
 
The judging portion of the Child Development contest is designed to see how well 4 -H’ers 
have learned to make decisions that are appropriate for the age of the persons with whom 
they may be working. When we work with young children we make choices constantly in 
the types of activities in which we involve them and even the foods we serve to them. 

 
Regardless of the situations used in the contest, 4-H U Child Development Contest 
participants need to know and be able to apply the characteristics (physical, cognitive and 
social-emotional) of children of various ages to be able to answer any questions. 

 

Suggested Materials to Study 
In preparation for the 4-H child Development Contest, I would suggest your contestant 
study the following materials: 

Current 4-H Child Development project books for 4-Hers age 13 and up. 
The materials on the following links 

Safe_Spaces.ppt 

Stages_Infancy.ppt 

17cd-aands-agesandstages(factsheet).pdf 18cd-aands-

newbornto1yr(factsheet).pdf 19cd-aands-12to18mos(factsheet).pdf 20cd-

aands-18to24mos(factsheet).pdf 

21cd-childdevelop-matchingagestoactivities(activity).pdf 22cd-childdevelop-

puzzlingages(activity).pdf 

23cd-childdevelop-makingpuzzles(activity).pdf 

 
The Judging Procedure 
For each class, the contestant should read the situation statement, examine the four items 
and make a decision on the placing. The contestant should rank the items in order from 
best to worst choice. 

 
Each class will have 4 choices. 

 
There are 24 possible combinations for each class. They are: 

 
1234 2134 3124 4123 

1243 2143 3142 4132 
1324 2314 3214 4213 
1342 2341 3241 4231 
1423 2413 3412 4312 
1432 2431 3421 4321 

http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/Safe_Spaces.ppt
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/Stages_Infancy.ppt
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/17cd-aands-agesandstages(factsheet).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/18cd-aands-newbornto1yr(factsheet).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/18cd-aands-newbornto1yr(factsheet).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/19cd-aands-12to18mos(factsheet).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/20cd-aands-18to24mos(factsheet).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/20cd-aands-18to24mos(factsheet).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/21cd-childdevelop-matchingagestoactivities(activity).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/22cd-childdevelop-puzzlingages(activity).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/22cd-childdevelop-puzzlingages(activity).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/23cd-childdevelop-makingpuzzles(activity).pdf
http://intranet.lsuagcenter.net/unit/huec/FCS/FCD/Resource%20Library/23cd-childdevelop-makingpuzzles(activity).pdf


A. 1234 

B. 1243 

JUDGING SCORECARD 

(circle only one of the placings below) 

This is what the Judging Card looks 

like; only it will be color coded to match the 

respective situations at the contest. 
C. 1324 Contestant’s Number     
D. 1342 
E. 1423 Placings    

F. 1432 

G. 2134 

H. 2143 

I. 2314 

J. 2341 

K. 2413 

L. 2431 

M. 3124 

N. 3142 

O. 3214 

P. 3241 

Q. 3412 

R. 3421 

S. 4123 

T. 4132 

U. 4213 
V. 4231 

W. 4312 

X. 4321 

Note: If more than one of the 

above combinations is circled 

you will receive no score on 

placing. 

 
 

 
The basis for the contest scoring is the Hormel Computer Slide, a system originally 
developed for use in livestock judging by is applicable for almost any judging contest. The 
judge, or in this case the contestant superintendent, determines the correct answers or 
ranking in each class of items prior to the contest. These rankings are called “placing” and 
they become the basis for scoring. In addition to placing, the contestant superintendent 
determines the cuts. 

 
For example, if the placings determined by the superintendent are… 

4 – 2 – 1 – 3 

…then the superintendent has decided that item #4 is the best in the scenario and should 

therefore be placed 1st, item #2 should be placed 2nd, item #1 should be placed 3rd 

and item #3 should be last to signify it is the worst in the scenario. 

Cuts  Cuts indicate how close the superintendent feels the pairs were (the lower the cut, 
the closer the pair), so cuts determine the penalty a contestant receives when his or her 
placings do not agree with the official’s placings. 

 
1 to 2 points for a close pair 
3 to 5 points for a logical placing 6 + points for an obvious placing 



Cuts may vary from one to eight for each pair of items within a class. The total for the three 
cuts may vary from three to 15. For instance, a cut of one indicates that the pair is almost 
the same. When you miss a pair with a cut of one, you are penalized one point. When you 
miss a pair with a cut of six, you are penalized six points. This allows for differences in 
class placings to be taken into account. For example, if two items differ only in minor areas, 
fewer points will be deducted than if major differences exist between the two items. A 
perfect score for rankings would be 50. 

 
So if the placings are 4 - 2  - 1  - 3 … 

 
…and cuts are… 1 6 4 …then the placings also represent a close pair (1) 

between items # 4 and #2, an obvious pair (6)in placing items #2 over  #1, and a logical 
placing (4) between the pair of items #1 and #3. 

 
Reasons 
The individuals who have really learned the subject matter can apply age appropriate 
items or activities. These individuals are separated from the lucky guessers when reasons 
are given. The purpose of giving reasons is to convince the judge that you saw and 
evaluated the class correctly.  

 You will discuss top, middle and bottom pairs of the four placings of a class.  

 Explain why you placed one time over another and the reasons why one item is better 
than another using comparative terms.  

 Use terminology that is appropriate for the field of child development. For example, when 
you refer to the benefits of physical activity for children, would not only say it is “good 
exercise” but you would also use descriptive terms as you explain that is “helps to develop 
their gross motor skills.” The point is to convince the judge(s) that you know about children’s 
development.  

 Use a positive approach in your reasons. Don’t talk about how one is worse than the 
other. In fact, there is a place on the judging form to write any good things about the 
item judged second best of the pair. That statement starts with “I grant that…” 

 
The set of reasons is worth 50 points. Written reasons will be required for only 1 class. 

 
Reasons Examples 

 
Review examples of some of the situation statements used in a previous contest listed 
below. Learn to read the situation thoroughly and think through the information given to 
determine the desired product features. Some desired criteria may be more obvious than 
others. 

 

Situation: You are babysitting for the children of neighbors. They have a 2-year-old and a  
5-Year-old.  They are hungry for a snack. You can’t leave the house to go and 
buy snacks. The children are in your home. In the pantry you find peanut butter, 
a candy bar, doughnuts and oranges. You have to feed both children the same 
snacks or the will argue. 

  



 

Class items:  1. Peanut butter (94 calories in 1 tablespoon of Peanut Butter. Calorie 
breakdown: 72% fat, 12% carbs, 16% protein.) 

2. A bag of chocolate candy Kisses (219 calories in 1 serving 9 kisses of Milk 
Chocolate candies. Calorie breakdown: 50% fat, 44% carbs, 6% protein. 

3. Doughnuts •(196 calories in a plain cake-type, unsugared/ 
traditional, 3¾" diameter Calorie breakdown: 48% fat, 47% carbs, 5% 
protein.) 

4. Valencia oranges (59 calories in 1 Valencias California Orange. Calorie 
breakdown: 5% fat, 87% carbs, 8% protein.) 

Look at the criteria highlighted in the situation: 
1. The children are 2 and 5 years old. That’s a big difference in developmental needs. 
2. They are hungry for a snack. That will not involve cooking, but you will have to 

think of something healthy that the children can eat. 
3. You can’t leave the house, so that means you can’t go out and find the ideal 

snacks. You will have to choose from what is available. 
4. Peanut butter, a candy bar, doughnuts and oranges are all that are available. You 

have to consider SAFETY FIRST, and then consider which are the healthier 
choices. 

5. You have to feed the children the same snacks to prevent arguments. 
 
Judge’s Placing: 4 3 2 1 
Here is an example of a successful set of reasons for this class: 

 
4was placed over 3. Valencia oranges was selected as the first choice because they 
contain Vitamin C and come in segments which means the children can share them. Of the 
four choices, the oranges were the healthiest and the safest. Because the youngest of the 
children is 2 years old, his or her safety comes before the choices for the 5 year old. 2 year 
olds can get choked on some foods such as grapes and peanut butter. As the sitter, you 
would have to be sure to cut the segments into small pieces for the 2 year old. Grant that 
doughnuts have some nutritional value in that they contain carbohydrates for energy. 
 
3 was placed over 2 because the doughnuts have some nutritional value in that the 
carbohydrates can help sustain the energy level of young children who are very active. 
They are lower in calories than candy and have a little more carbohydrates for energy. 
Grant that candy bars contain sugar which can provide energy. 
 
2 was placed over 1 because the candy bars, while high in calories and some nutritional 
value, they could be broken up into pieces small enough that the 2 year old could eat 
without choking. Grant that peanut butter has protein for building muscles. 
 
1 was placed last because it poses a potential choking hazard and you do not know 
whether either of the children have allergic reactions to peanuts. 

 
  



Scoring Criteria for Reasons: 
1. Gives accurate comparison of each pair, top, middle and bottom. 
2. Presents differences in an organized manner. Presents most important things first. 
3. Uses the correct child development terminology. 
4. Uses positive approach to mention superior points of first choices in pair rather than 

weaknesses of second choice. Grants the lower-place choice an attribute whenever 
there is an advantage. 

5. After the three pairs are discussed, describes reasons for placing bottom choice 
last 

Suggested Contest Preparation: 

 Review study materials and try to learn the “lingo” used in the text which describes 
child development and age appropriate behaviors. 

 Learn the physical, social-emotional and cognitive characteristics of children infants 
up to age 5. 

 Be able to APPLY what you know about the physical, social-emotional and cognitive 
characteristics of children infants up to age 5. 

 Try to think of ways to apply the recommended care giving practices. 

 Review examples from previous contests and try to determine what criteria were 
used to select the placings. 

 Set up hypothetical situations and allow 4-H’ers to experience the “feel” for the 
contest and how to manage the score cards. Review the situations with the 4-H’ers 
after they make their placings determinations. 

 
Additional Notes: 

    Contestants should bring paper and pen to the educational experience to take notes. 
These notes will become important to the contest. Much of the educational program 
provides information that helps contestants to make better distinctions among choices 
within classes. 

    Contestants will be given, by the superintendent, a blank note-card on which to transfer 
notes they determine relevant to the contest. They will be allowed to bring only that note- 
card into the contest. 


